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2 H. OMURA

TABLE 1. PARTICULARS OF THE BALEEN PLATE SHOWN IN FIG. 1

Date killed Sept. 27, 1960
Position 22°56'S, 41°52''W
Sex Male

Body lengh 41 feet

Baleen length (along outer curve and excludes bristles) 51 cm

Width (inner side broken) 19cm

been cut above this line. Since the inner side of the baleen was

damaged, the width is also shorter than the correct figure. There is

a ground, however, to think that the measured length is not differ

greatly from the length to gum line and the difference between these

two lengths might be within 1c¢m and the width should be added 2-3 cm.

If we take into account of this correction the ratio baleen width to

baleen length will become over 40 per cent and approach to 45 per

cent, a mean figure found by Olsen (1918) for this value (four individuals)

for the Bryde’s whale from the coast of South Africa. Chittleborough

(1959) found that the three Bryde’s whales taken on the west coast of

Australia differ in this respect, having a mean of 73 per cent. The

Bryde’s whales from the coast of Australia, however, agree quite well

in this character to those from the coast of Japan as reported by Omura
and Fujino (1954).

Above will lead to a conclusion

that the Bryde’s whales from the

South Atlantic may differ in this

respect from those from other

i oceans, having longer baleen plates

or wide range of variation in the

ratioc of baleen width to baleen

length. The shape of baleen plates

is deemed to connect with the

shape of the skull, in particular

to that of rostrum. One striking

2 feature of the skull of the Bryde’s

whale is the flat and straight

) . ) ) pointing shape of the rostrum than

Fllg)ioi-h(():lzzss section of beak, just cranial to the sei whale (Lb'nnberg, 1931;

1. Baluen.optem edent Junge, 1950 ; Omura, 1959). The

2. B. borealis flat rostrum of the Bryde’s whale

(Material obtained at Ayukawa, Japan by jg clearly shown compared with

T. IGHIHARA) that of sei whale in Fig. 2. Junge

(1950) states, however, that “In brydet there is some variation. Lonn-

berg (1931, p. 2) points to the fact that the rostrum of Bryde’s whale
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BRYDE’S WHALE OCCURS ON THE COAST OF BRAZIL 5

42°W.

Mr. E. Tanaka measured body proportions of a Bryde’s whale which
is shown in Table 2 for reference.

Sincere thanks are due to Messrs. S. Watase and E. Tanaka who
presented us valuable material on which this note is based.
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