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It is well known that many types of teratological specimens have been found among
mammals including man. However, there are few reports of such cases in Cetacea.
Kawamura (1969) describes Siamese twins in the sei whale (Balaenoptera borealis).
These were male bodies measuring 114 and 137 cm in length respectively. They
were considered a typical morphological example of complete ventral fusion from
the throat to a point just anterior to the navel. There was one umbilical cord only,
the fusion between both taking place along their posterior margins. Zemsky and
Budylenko (1970) reported an almost identical case of twin female foetuses in the
humpback whale (Megaptera novaeangliae) with body-lengths 124 and 120 cm re-
spectively.

A double monster of the striped dolphin (Stenella coeruleoalba) has been ob-
served by Kawamura and Kashita (1971). That was a malformed embryo with
two body-lengths 16.8 and 17.2 cm along a rostro-caudal axis. Kamiya and
Miyazaki (1974) also described the early developmental stage in a Stenella embryo
9 mm long cranio-caudally, affected with several malformations.

In this note, we wish to report the first known case of duplicitas anterior in
Odontoceti. The specimen was collected off the Pacific coast of Japan’s Kii
Peninsula (33°36'N, 135°56’E) on December 14, 1979. It consists of a teratological
female foetus taken from the left uterus of a Stenella coeruleoalba. The mother’s
body-length was 221 cm. Its age, as determined from the count of both dentinal
and cemental growth, was estimated to be about 14.5 years. There was one cor-
porus luteum and three corpora albicantia in the left ovary and no corpora in the
right one, which indicates a yound mother. Pictures of the monster are herewith
presented and the following comments can be made.

1) The specimen shows a rostral duplication that affects the front portion of
the head. Fusion begins dorsally at the blow-hole level and ends immediately
behind the throat. The vertebral column is strongly curved cranio-caudally in
a GC-shaped line. The cranio-caudal body-length is 85.7 cm on the left side,
85.8 cm on the right side. The total body-weight is 7.0 Kg. 2) In the two well
separated beaks, the mandible of the right one lacks a symphysis and its two rami
cross near their tips. 3) There is a single brain-case with one brain. No skull
cap was formed and therefore only a small and malformed brain mass is protruding
on the surface of the head (encephalocoele). The brain-weight is 30 g, which is
very light if compared with that of a normal foetus brain at the same stage about
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