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International meetings

Par�cipa�on of scien�sts from the Ins�tute of Cetacean Research in 
Interna�onal Mee�ngs in 2021

Annual mee�ng of the Interna�onal Whaling 
Commission Scien�fic Commi�ee (IWC SC)

The Interna�onal Whaling Commission (IWC) is an inter-
na�onal body set up by the terms of the Interna�onal 
Conven�on for the Regula�on of Whaling (ICRW), which 
was signed in Washington, D.C., United States, on 2 De-
cember 1946, to ‘provide for the proper conserva�on of 
whale stocks and thus make possible the orderly devel-
opment of the whaling industry.’ One of the important 
subsidiary bodies of the IWC is its Scien�fic Commi�ee 
(SC), which meets annually.

Originally, the 2021 mee�ng of the IWC SC was planned 
for Bled, Slovenia, between 27 April and 9 May (SC68C). 
The in-person mee�ng was cancelled due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. Instead, the mee�ng was carried out through 
a series of virtual sessions between 27 April and 14 May. 
A total of twelve scien�sts from the Ins�tute of Cetacean 
Research (ICR) par�cipated in the mee�ng as observers 
from Japan (Fujise, Kato, Pastene, Tamura, Matsuoka, 
Hakamada, Taguchi, Konishi, Goto, Isoda, Takahashi and 
Katsumata). They presented a total of 10 documents: 
six documents at the Standing Working Group on Abun-
dance Es�mates, Stock Status and Interna�onal Cruises 
(ASI), one document at the Working Group on Stock 
Defini�on and DNA tes�ng (SDDNA), one document at 
the Sub-Commi�ee on Conserva�on Management Plans 
(CMP) and two general documents (O: PICES Observer 
Report and Japan’s Scien�fic Progress Reports).

The report of the IWC SC mee�ng can be found on the 
website of the IWC (h�ps://iwc.int/home).

ICR scien�sts also par�cipated in the mee�ng of the 
‘IWC-POWER Technical Advisory Group (TAG)’ and the 
‘Planning Mee�ng for the 2021 IWC-POWER Cruise,’ held 
online from 9 to 10 November, 2020. Another online 
mee�ng was held on 21 April 2021 to discuss the effect 
of the Covid-19 pandemic on the logis�cal aspects of the 
2021 IWC-POWER survey. Kato, Matsuoka and Takahashi 
from the ICR par�cipated in these mee�ngs. The report of 
these mee�ngs can be found on the website of the IWC 
(h�ps://iwc.int/home).

Annual mee�ng of the Conven�on on the Con-
serva�on of Antarc�c Marine Living Resources-
Working Group on Ecosystem Monitoring and 
Management (CCAMLR-EMM)

The Conven�on on the Conserva�on of Antarc�c Marine 
Living Resources (CCAMLR) is part of the Antarc�c Treaty 
System. The Conven�on was opened for signature on 
1 August 1980 and entered into force on 7 April 1982, 
thereby establishing the Commission for the Conserva-
�on of Antarc�c Marine Living Resources. Its goal is to 
preserve marine life and environmental integrity in and 
near Antarc�ca. It was established in large part in re-
sponse to concerns that an increase in krill catches in the 
Southern Ocean could have a serious impact on popula-
�ons of other marine life, which are dependent upon 
krill for food. The CCAMLR has a Scien�fic Commi�ee 
and several Working Groups. One of these is the Work-
ing Group on Ecosystem Monitoring and Management 
(EMM), which meets annually.

The in-person mee�ng of the EMM Working Group 
was cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Instead, an 
online mee�ng was held between 5 and 12 July, 2021. 
The main items on the mee�ng agenda were: Krill Man-
agement including risk analyses, Spa�al Management 
and Climate Change. Under the risk analyses approach, 
several papers on distribu�on, abundance and prey con-
sump�on of whales in western Antarc�c were presented. 
Three scien�sts from the ICR par�cipated in the mee�ng 
(Pastene, Isoda and Katsumata).

The report of the e-mail group discussion can be found 
on the website of the CCAMLR (h�ps://www.ccamlr.
org/).

Annual mee�ng of the North Atlan�c Ma-
rine Mammal Commission (NAMMCO) Scien�fic 
Commi�ee (SC)

The North Atlan�c Marine Mammal Commission 
(NAMMCO) is an interna�onal body for coopera�on on 
the conserva�on, management and study of marine 
mammals in the North Atlan�c. The NAMMCO Agree-
ment was signed in Nuuk, Greenland on 9 April 1992 by 
Norway, Iceland, Greenland and the Faroe Islands, and 
entered into force on 8 July 1992. The agreement focuses 
on modern approaches to the study of the marine eco-
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system as a whole, and to be�er understanding the role 
of marine mammals in the ecosystem. NAMMCO has a 
Scien�fic Commi�ee (SC), which meets annually.

The 2020 NAMMCO SC mee�ng was held online 
between 25 and 29 January 2021. The in-person meet-
ing was cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Four 
scien�sts from ICR par�cipated in the mee�ng (Pastene, 
Konishi, Inoue and Takahashi) as observers from Japan. 
They presented the following documents: the 2019–2020 
Japan progress report on large cetacean research, the 
2018–2019 Japan progress report on small cetacean 
research, and the 2019–2020 report on satellite tagging 
experiments at the Ins�tute of Cetacean Research. The 
report of the mee�ng can be found in the website of 
NAMMCO (h�ps://nammco.no/).

NAMMCO-Japan MINTAG project mee�ng

NAMMCO and Japan have agreed on a collabora�ve 
project to develop a new satellite tag suited for use on 
fast-swimming baleen whales which are of most interest 
to NAMMCO countries and Japan. The project is called 
‘Miniature Tag’ or MINTAG project. The project started in 
2021 and will run for five years. The project is divided into 
phases: development phase, tes�ng phase, deployment-
data collec�on-analyses phase, and publica�on-final re-
por�ng- workshop phase. The project is led by a Steering 
Group composed of scien�sts from NAMMCO countries 
and Japan, the Secretariat of NAMMCO and the Fisheries 
Agency of Japan (FAJ).

The first organiza�onal mee�ng of the MINTAG Steer-
ing Group was held online on 4 August 2021. The main 
topics of the mee�ng were the tender material for tags, 
web blog and the schedule for the project. Two scien-
�sts from the Ins�tute of Cetacean Research (Pastene 
and Konishi), and one member from the FAJ (Moronuki) 

par�cipated in the mee�ng as members of the Steering 
Group.

Annual mee�ng of the North Pacific Marine 
Science Organiza�on (PICES)

The North Pacific Marine Science Organiza�on (PICES) is 
an intergovernmental science organiza�on established in 
1992. It aims to promote and coordinate marine scien�fic 
research in the North Pacific Ocean and its adjacent seas, 
and to provide a mechanism for informa�on and data 
exchange among scien�sts in its member countries. Its 
present members are Canada, Japan, People's Republic of 
China, Republic of Korea, the Russian Federa�on, and the 
United States of America.

The 2021 mee�ng of the PICES was originally planned 
for Qingdao, China. The in-person mee�ng was cancelled 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Instead, the mee�ng was 
held online between 18 and 29 October. The business 
mee�ng of the Marine Bird and Mammals (S-MBM) sec-
�on was held on 30 September. One scien�st from ICR 
par�cipated in the mee�ng (Tamura) introducing the ob-
server report of IWC/SC mee�ng. The report of the PICES 
mee�ng can be found in the website of PICES (h�ps://
mee�ngs.pices.int/).

The Annual Science Conference of the Interna�onal 
Council for the Explora�on of the Sea (ICES) was held 
online between 6 and 10 September 2021. The joint 
ICES/PICES session on top predators, food webs, and 
ecosystem-based fisheries management was held on 10 
September. One scien�st from ICR par�cipated in this 
session (Tamura). He presented the study �tled ‘Es�ma-
�on of prey consump�on by marine mammals in the 
PICES regions —Update to Hunt et al. (2000)—’.

Scien�sts from the ICR par�cipa�ng in the online mee�ng of the NAMMCO Scien�fic Commi�ee (25–29 January 2021).
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48th Annual Symposium of the European Associa-
�on for Aqua�c Mammals

The 48th Annual Symposium of the European Associa�on 
for Aqua�c Mammals was held online between 11 and 
13 March 2021. The study �tled ‘Epibio�c macrofauna 
of Antarc�c minke whale, Balaenoptera bonaerensis 
Burmeister, 1867, in the Southern Ocean,’ co-authored 

by Ten, Konishi, Nakai, Raga, Pastene and Aznar, was pre-
sented at the symposium as an oral presenta�on.

Conference 2021/UK&Ireland Regional Student 
Chapter

This conference, organized by the Sea Mammal Research 
Unit, University of St. Andrews, was held online between 
23 and 25 June 2021. The study �tled ‘The epibiont 
Xenobalanus globicipitis as a mul�faceted indicator of 
cetacean biology: a review,’ co-authored by Ten, Konishi, 
Raga, Fernandez, Pastene and Aznar, was presented at 
the conference as a poster presenta�on.

XXIV Biennial of the Real Sociedad Española de 
Historia Natural

This biennial was held between 8 and 10 September 2021 
in Valencia, Spain. The study �tled ‘Xenobalanus globici-
pitis: un crustaceo epibionte possible indicador de migra-
ciones de ballenas,’ co-authored by Ten, Konishi, Nakai, 
Raga, Pastene and Aznar, was presented at the biennial 
as an oral presenta�on.

A scien�st from the ICR giving a presenta�on at the joint ICES/
PICES session of the online ICES Annual Science Conference.


