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vestige of a primitively more developed organ and they seem to have no function
at all, but it doesn’t appear that this was completely ascertained. For this reason
it is impossible to say to what extent these abnormalities affect the normal life of the
whales. The blubber thickness measured on the middle point of the animal’s body
length, at dorsal, lateral and ventral sides were 8, 6.5 and 6 cm in the first specimen
and 13.5, 7 and 8 cm in the second respectively; the mean weight of the testis was
8.6 kg and 14 kg respectively. All these values, as well as a series of morphometri-
cal results, were within the normal limits -applying the signification tests- obtained
from other whales in the same season.

In conclusion, it is thought that the above mentioned abnormal dispositions
of the Jacobson’s organ can hardly affect the feeding and hence growth of the
animals.
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